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Good afternoon. It’s great to be here with you again this year to bring greetings from the Olivet 
College community. I know that many of you are aware of who and what Olivet College is, but 
some of you may not be. So, let me spend just a few moments telling you about Olivet College. 
Olivet College is a private liberal arts college with strong professional programs. It’s known for 
its values-based mission encapsulated by the motto, Education for Individual and Social 
Responsibility where responsibility is woven across the entire curriculum and 100% of students 
participate in service learning. It’s a place where students come to develop the knowledge and 
skills to become professionally and economically successful, but to also learn that with success 
comes responsibility to make a positive difference in the world.  This has enabled us to produce 
graduates that are highly sought after by employers and graduate schools and our placement 
rates with both are high.   
 
The college was founded by the Reverend John J Shipherd who came to Olivet in 1844 after 
founding Oberlin College in Ohio. Today, Olivet is an intimate college-town in Southcentral 
Michigan, which provides students with an ability to focus on their college experience away 
from distractions, yet it’s only 20-30 minutes from Battle Creek and the State Capital of Lansing. 
Consistent with our Congregational roots as the first college in the State to admit women and 
minorities on a coequal basis with white men, it also has one of the most diverse student 
populations of any private liberal arts college in Michigan. The student body is also made up of 
a strong mixture of first-generation college students, students from urban and rural 
backgrounds, and students of all socioeconomic backgrounds, with approximately 50% 
qualifying for Federal Pell Grant.  
 
I’d also like to take this opportunity to point out that both the Congregational Lecture and the 
Bible Lectures at this meeting are being presented by clergy who have served on the Olivet 
College Board of Trustees. Rev. Dr. Mark Jensen is a Trustee Emeritus and has served the 
college for many years (…and also chaired the search committee that hired me) and Rev. Dr. 
Don Olsen also served on the Olivet College Board of Trustees.  Neil, if I might say so, you made 
two very good choices.  
 
Olivet College continues to strongly support and benefit from the presence of the Center for 
Congregational Leadership located on the Olivet College campus. Under the excellent 
leadership of Rev. Dr. Betsey Mauro, the Center continues to grow in programming and stature. 
Betsey is an active member of the college faculty teaching mostly in our Religious Studies 
program which continues to grow in students and course offerings. Betsey and Paul are also 
active and highly visible members of the Olivet community. We benefit from their presence 
both on and off campus. 
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As we meet here in Orlando, Rev. Jack Brown, Senior Pastor of the Olivet Congregational 
Church is leading yet another mission trip to our NACCC sponsored Mission Mazahua in Mexico. 
Over forty persons from Congregational churches all over the nation have joined Jack for a 
week of ministry to indigenous physically handicapped individuals. Many of the people Jack's 
groups serve have never been able to get out of their homes without a family member literally 
carrying them. Those persons are provided with refurbished sports wheel chairs and are taught 
how to use them. For many this provides their first opportunity to be truly independent. Olivet 
College students also benefit from Pastor Jack’s presence in the classroom as a member of our 
faculty and by his regular presence at many athletic events. 
 
Under the direction of Rev. Mike Fales Olivet College had twelve overnight mission trips in the 
2012-13 academic year. Most of those trips included multiple visits to NACCC sponsored 
missions including Hosanna Industries in the Greater Pittsburgh area, Morgan Scott Project in 
Deer Lodge, Tennessee and Bread of Life Mission in Plant City, Florida. With another grant from 
the Missionary Society of the NACCC, Olivet College completed its eighth Katrina Relief trip to 
New Orleans. An elderly widow today is back in her home after six years, in large part due to 
the funds from the Missionary Society and the work of those students. Spring Break brought 
another trip to Bread of Life Mission here in Florida and our 15th trip to the Heifer Project 
Ranch in Arkansas. The highlight of this year’s service mission program was a two week trip to 
Peru which included five days of service with US Peace Corps volunteers planting trees at 
12,000 feet in a reforestation project and two days climbing Machu Picchu. Many of our 
domestic student mission trips are made possible by donations from churches in our 
association. Those funds make it possible for students to participate at little or no cost to them. 
Morgan Scott is ten hours from our campus and Hosanna Industries is six hours which makes 
these trips expensive but we believe it is important to our students and to our association to 
work through our affiliated missions. Not only does it benefit our students but it provides 
additional exposure within our churches to the work these vitally important missions provide.   
 
As you can see, the Olivet College campus and community benefit from having three ordained 
Congregational Christian clergy all within a one block radius. Students, faculty and staff as well 
as towns-people seek them out for counseling and spiritual guidance. The presence of our 
religious tradition is visible and widely available on our campus.  
 
On another exciting project, several alumni gifts have made it possible to purchase a new 
electronic carillon which will tie the church and the library on our main campus to our athletic 
facilities with chimes and a selection of sacred music several times a day. The Alumni Carillon, 
as it will be called, will be dedicated at Homecoming in October and is a wonderful addition for 
both our congregation and our community.  
 
Olivet College has had a long and important relationship with Rev. Dr. Tom Richard. Tom, along 
with Don Olsen was instrumental in bringing the Center for Congregational Leadership to Olivet 
College. We will miss working with Tom on a regular basis but wish him well and hope he will 
continue to visit our campus often. We look forward to working with Casey, whom I had the 
pleasure of getting to know better over dinner at my home. I extend my full support to he and 
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Betsey during this time of transition and we pray for the search committee as they search for a 
new Executive Minister. Whatever the outcome of that search, that person… and you… should 
know they will be very welcome on the Olivet College campus and that we will look forward to 
working together in God's future work. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 


