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Today’s Baccalaureate ceremony has been a wonderful celebration and honoring of our graduating 
seniors and the potential they represent for the future.   
 
The Baccalaureate ceremony is a service of worship in celebration of and thanksgiving for lives 
dedicated to learning and wisdom. Here at Olivet College it’s an important recognition of not only 
learning and wisdom, but of our commitment to greater service to ourselves and our community.  For 
some of us, this comes from a commitment based on faith or spirituality; for others it may come more 
from a commitment based on notions of social justice and the basic human principles of doing good for 
one another.  In either case, at Olivet we know that doing so enhances not only others, but ourselves in 
the process.  
 
Our graduates know, but our guests may not… that at Olivet College, we set ourselves apart from others 
as we commit to the principles outlined in the Olivet College Compact.  By doing so, each of us affirms 
our… 

Responsibility for their learning and personal development; 
… for contributing to the learning of others; 
… for service to Olivet College and the greater community; 
… for contributing to the quality of the physical environment; 
… for treating all people with respect; 
… for behaving and communicating with honesty and integrity; and 
… for the development and growth of Olivet College. 

 
This is a special commitment, one that is embedded in the curricular and co-curricular experience that 
these graduates have had and which has been acknowledged and honored here tonight throughout this 
service.   
 
To each of you graduating tomorrow, if you haven’t already, I want to challenge you to take the 
Compact and its commitments to a higher ideal than self-serving success and make them your own. Find 
a way to integrate them into your life, your relationships with others, and your personal code of 
conduct. Have success in all the ways that it can be had and then find ways to use that success for the 
betterment of others and the communities in which you find yourself. 
 
To each of my colleagues on the faculty, thank you for your commitment to facilitating the growth and 
development of these graduating men and women.  To each of you graduates, thank you for your 
commitment to Olivet College and the values and ideals it represents and strives to instill in the world 
through you, as you go forth from here.   
 
I wish you well. God bless each of you. 
 
 


