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Tonight’s celebration has recognized some of the best of what it is to be an Olivet student and a 
member of this College community. Those of us who’ve experienced it, understand how special 
it is.  

By contrast, in some institutions the experience is solely focused on training and the limited 
knowledge acquisition to secure a vocation. In others, the scale of the institution relegates the 
vast majority of students to an ID number and another “face in the crowd.” That sort of thing 
might be great on football Saturday when we’re trying to drown out the opposing team or do 
“the wave,” but it doesn’t nurture relationships well nor does it provide for most students to 
thrive in their own unique way. 

What we know happens here, as we saw with the Morris Awards where students and faculty 
were honored together, is that students and faculty are able to develop strong bonds which 
allow students to grow and develop, the bounds of which are often only limited by our 
imagination and desire to go even further. As we saw tonight and at the Student Life Awards 
earlier this afternoon, Olivet College is a place where students thrive and have the opportunity 
to succeed. They do so in the classroom, in the dorms, at the Greek houses, on the athletic 
fields, in internships and co-ops, in service to others, and in many other ways. And, what I’m 
confident of, is that they thrive and succeed in life beyond their years at Olivet College, not in 
small part because of the experiences, skills, and development of who they are during their 
time here. 

So, let me say “Congratulations” to our award honorees and to our graduating seniors. You 
should be proud of your success and your accomplishments at Olivet College. It’s truly 
something special and I’m confident you’ll cherish it for years to come. We should also 
recognize and say “thank you” to those that have supported us, nurtured us, and helped us to 
be the best we can be. With that, I’d like to ask the seniors to join me in thanking the faculty 
and staff who have partnered with you in your success.  And, for a special acknowledgement, if 
you’re a parent, sibling, grandparent, or friend who has supported one of these wonderful 
students, would you please stand so we can recognize you and show our appreciation? 

And now, we’ll begin to bring our evening together to a close. Would you please stand and join 
in the singing of “The Olivet Hymn,” our Alma Mater. You’ll find the words printed in your 
program. The Alma Mater will be followed by a benediction given by Nicole Demerly. 


