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As we begin the formal portion of our program, we ready ourselves to honor three accomplished people 
who have dedicated a significant part of their careers and lives to making a positive difference in their 
communities and the lives of others…and, through these actions have, I’m sure, found enrichment and 
reward for themselves in the process.  Thank you and congratulations to each of you. 
 
The Olivet College community is uniquely honored to be able to acknowledge these accomplishments, 
and the accomplishments of our many prior awardees, as fellow travelers on the road to creating a 
better community and better world, both for ourselves and others.  The Olivet College motto, Education 
for Individual and Social Responsibility, is a phrase that describes both the core values we hold as well as 
what we believe is the ultimate aim of education here at Olivet.  
 
We join this college community because we believe that students need to develop the knowledge and 
skills to successfully enter the workforce or graduate school and then to go on to have highly successful 
careers. And, I’m pleased to say there are many many alumni who have done so.  However, we also 
believe that as wonderful as this is, it does not represent the measure of ultimate success. In fact, we 
believe that to attempt to define success in purely personal and economic terms, we fall well short of 
the mark. Rather, we believe that with educational, professional, and economic success comes 
responsibility… responsibility for both oneself and for the betterment of the greater community in which 
we find ourselves. As with our academic studies, this is an area where continuous exploration, 
examination, reflection, and practice all work together to develop our ability to make a positive 
difference in the world.  
 
Since 1997, the Leadership in Individual and Social Responsibility Awards have been given to 41 of 
Michigan’s finest leaders. These awards were established to honor individuals whose work exemplifies 
the best of what it means to be a responsible leader in today’s complex world. To our honorees and to 
the rest of you who are here with us tonight, I’m glad you decided to join us in this effort. 
 


