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Steven M Corey, PhD, President 
 
It’s my pleasure to welcome you here tonight as we prepare to honor two accomplished men who have 
dedicated a significant part of their careers and lives to making a positive difference in their 
communities and the lives of others… and, through these actions have, I’m sure, found enrichment and 
reward for themselves in the process. Thank you and congratulations to both of you. We’ll also be 
honoring 2 students with the Dr John W Porter Awards. These students have already begun to model 
themselves and their lives in a similar manner. 
 
The Olivet College community is uniquely honored to be able to acknowledge these accomplishments, 
and the accomplishments of our many prior awardees, as fellow travelers on the road to creating a 
better community and better world, both for ourselves and others. The Olivet College motto, Education 
for Individual and Social Responsibility, is a phrase that describes both the core values we hold as well as 
what we believe is the ultimate aim of education here at Olivet.  
 
We believe that students need to develop the knowledge and skills to successfully enter the workforce 
or graduate school and then to go on to have highly successful careers. And, I’m pleased to say there are 
many alumni who have done so. However, we also believe that with educational, professional, and 
economic success comes responsibility… responsibility for both oneself and for the betterment of the 
greater community in which we find ourselves. As with our academic studies, this is an area where 
continuous exploration, examination, reflection, and practice all work together to develop our ability to 
make a positive difference in the world.  
 
Since 1997, the Leadership in Individual and Social Responsibility Awards have been given to 44 of 
Michigan’s finest leaders. These awards were established to honor individuals whose work exemplifies 
the best of what it means to be a responsible leader in today’s complex world. To our honorees and to 
the rest of you who are here with us tonight, I’m glad you decided to join us in this effort. 
 
And now,… it’s my privilege to introduce an Olivet College senior who embodies what it is to be 
educated for individual and social responsibility. I’m pleased to have had the chance to get to know her 
by seeing her around campus, watching her on the tennis court, and having her at our home. She’s an 
impressive young woman who’s already demonstrated her potential for academic and professional 
success and her ability to make a difference in the world. She will be graduating this weekend and will 
then move on to the University of Toldeo Medical School where she plans to specialize in pediatric 
medicine. She holds many honors, a few of which include: recently being named a Morris Award winner 
as one of our top 5 graduating seniors; being a 4-year letter winner and captain of the tennis team; 
serving others as a writing and science tutor; she’s served as a teaching assistant in general and organic 
chemistry; she’s participated in numerous service trips, including providing relief to New Orleans and 
Pittsburgh; she’s a winner of the Guren Assistantship in Chemistry, the Speare Biology Scholarship; she’s 
a member of the Global Citizen’s Honors Program, Omicron Delta Kappa national honor society, Alphi Pi 
Epsilon pre-med honor society, and the Hosford Honors Society; and she’s an ITA 4-time Academic All-
American. But… most importantly, I’m proud to call her an Olivet College student who’s soon to be an 
Olivet College alum… and someone I’d like to call friend for the years to come. Please welcome Ms 
Kelsey Singer. 


