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Good morning!  I’m pleased to be here with you today and to bring you brief greetings and an 
update from Olivet College.   
 
While some of you may be aware of who and what Olivet College is, others may not.  So, let me 
spend just a few moments telling you about Olivet.  Olivet College is a private liberal arts 
college with strong professional programs and faculty who view themselves as both scholars 
and facilitators of learning.  It’s known for its values-based mission encapsulated by the motto, 
Education for Individual and Social Responsibility where responsibility is woven across the 
entire curriculum and 100% of students participate in service learning. It’s a place where 
students come to develop the knowledge and skills to become professionally and economically 
successful, but to also learn that with success comes responsibility to make a positive difference 
in the world.  This has enabled us to produce graduates that are highly sought after by 
employers and graduate schools and our placement rates with both are high.   
 
The college is located in Olivet, an intimate college-town in Southcentral Michigan, which 
provides students with an ability to focus on their college experience away from distractions, 
yet it’s only 20-30 minutes from Battle Creek and the State Capital of Lansing. Consistent with 
its Congregational roots as the first college in the State to admit women and minorities on a 
coequal basis with white men, it also has one of the most diverse student populations of any 
private liberal arts college in Michigan. The student body is also made up of a strong mixture of 
first-generation college students, students from urban and rural backgrounds, and students of 
all socioeconomic backgrounds, with 50% qualifying for Federal Pell Grant. Unlike many other 
small private colleges, students can come to Olivet and look left and look right and find 
someone who is different from them.  
 
We continue to celebrate our partnership with the NACCC that brought the Center for 
Congregational Leadership to campus. Under the leadership of the Rev. Dr. Betsey Mauro the 
Center has produced a number of highly successful multi-day events on campus including the 
Seventh Congregational Symposium, a workshop on church governance and bylaws, and a 
program called Web Savvy Ministry that included a live webinar in addition to the on-campus 
program. 
 
Three ordained members of the Congregational clergy are on the faculty: Dr. Mauro and Rev. 
Jack Brown both teach part-time and Rev. Mike Fales teaches full-time. Our Religious Studies 
Program continues to see growth and new interest on the part of our students… In fact, Jack 
Brown has even been teaching courses in Hebrew and Biblical Greek.  
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I am pleased to report that the library of Rev. Arvel M. Steece was moved from his home to the 
Burrage Library at Olivet College in January. Once cataloged, it’ll become the Arvel M. and 
Kathleen Steece Theological Library. Owned by the Center for Congregational Leadership and 
housed as a special collection at the Olivet College Library, this collection will provide scholars 
and theologians a vast array of academic resources concerning “The Congregational Way.” 
 
As I mentioned, Olivet College has a strong service learning/mission program. There were 12 
overnight service trips for students this past academic year. I’m pleased to report that, once 
again, our 8th week-long Katrina Relief trip to New Orleans this upcoming December will be 
funded by the Missionary Society of the NACCC. We’ve worked very hard to establish 
partnerships with NACCC sponsored missions. Two of those, Hosanna Industries in Rochester, 
Pennsylvania and Morgan Scott Project in Deer Lodge, Tennessee have become fixtures in our 
service program. This year we added yet another NACCC sponsored mission when a group of 
our students spent their Spring Break at the Bread of Life Mission in Plant City, Florida. While 
there, these students made a number of facility improvements, but more importantly they 
brought children’s clothing for the migrant farm workers, worshiped with them, and even 
helped pick strawberries with them in the fields. At the same time another group of Olivet 
students were on our 12th Alternative Spring Break trip to the Heifer Project Ranch in 
Perryville, Arkansas.   
 
One of the highlights of graduation this year was when Judith Tellez Gonzalez received her 
diploma. Many of you have met Judith on visits to Mission Mazahua in Mexico. Judith began 
her studies at Olivet with her text book in one hand and an English/Spanish Dictionary in her 
other hand. I am pleased to tell you that she graduated Magna Cum Laude with a degree in 
Visual Arts and a concentration in Commercial Design, an interest and talent she was unaware 
of until coming to Olivet. Many NACCC member churches and individuals from all over the 
United States contributed towards her education at Olivet. On behalf of Judith and the college I 
thank you for your support. I would also like to hold up Judith as an example to all of us. When 
we come together as one body of Christ and work together for the common good, all things are 
possible, miracles can and do happen. We know there other Judith’s are out there and ask for 
your help in identifying other deserving students like Judith at NACCC sponsored missions, in 
your community or even in your congregation.  We’d love to continue this good work. 
 
With that, let me say thank you once again and may God bless each of you. 
 
 
 


