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I’m excited to have the opportunity to introduce
you to the 2020 and Beyond Campaign:
Responsible Learners,
Responsible Leaders. We’ve been
preparing for this moment for
the past two years during the
quiet phase of the campaign, and
are thankful for the incredible
success we’ve experienced
during those months. Our
final goal of $44,000,000 constitutes the largest
campaign in the college’s history, and will have
a lasting impact on the campus as a whole —
from academics to athletics to student life to
facilities. The upcoming months will change the
lives of Comets for generations to come.

For the last four years, it’s been an honor to serve
as chair of the board of trustees of my alma mater.
I’ve had the opportunity to
work with students, alumni,
faculty, staff, and friends
of the college to build the
institution’s reputation in the
state and nation. I’m excited
for this campaign to further
the mission of the college and
to move the institution forward. But this is not the
responsibility to just a select few. I encourage you
to get involved in the campaign at whatever level
possible. Only with the support and commitment
of all Comets, near and far, can we solidify the
future of Olivet College for generations to come.
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Raised at Public Launch
Overall $34,448,614.08

Dave Cutler ’65

$44

Million

$26

Million

$18

Million

Cash $18,783,614.08
Bob ’57 and
Sarah (Engle) ’56
Lawrence

Steve ’82 and
Melinda (Strother)
’82 Roznowski

Estate $15,665,000.00

All figures as of September 29, 2017
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20 THE NEXT
20 GENERATION

of Olivet College students is poised to take on a world
rife with unprecedented challenges. From threats to
the environment, to extreme political polarization and
economic instability, to the advent of technology so
advanced we are living every day through an all too
public lens, navigating the issues we face in the years
ahead will require leaders with an exceptional degree of
individual and social responsibility.
But
all too often,
power to change the
world rests within the hands
of those who would rather point
the finger than find the solution.
Once guided by collective purpose
and public spirit, our society now
faces a breakdown in character and
accountability – values that once
thrived in our classrooms,
our workplaces and
government.

4
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What
the world calls
for now is decision makers
who believe in societal impact
and commitment to the common
good – leaders who take into account
all stakeholders – their peers, families,
colleagues and clients, as well as the
environment, their communities and
future generations...
And, as with every generation, the global
challenges we currently face present a new
opportunity for today’s youth to better
the world. We look to Millennials and
Centennials for leaders who will inspire
change and restore the moral fibers great
societies are built upon – honor, integrity
and character.

20
6
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Never before has the need for responsible
leadership been greater. Never before has
one generation been more willing to accept
that responsibility. Olivet College provides
those students with the environment and
opportunity to take their willingness and
desire, and turn it into real action. Our
one-of-a-kind educational experience offers
not just the degree, but the moral example
to become the great citizens and leaders so
many of this generation aspire to.

2020 AND BEYOND
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AT OLIVET COLLEGE,

We recognize our students are known for their passion,
creativity and selflessness, and for being remarkably in
tune to the world around them.
They take responsibility for their
education into their own hands, learning
that while the world is unforgiving and
full of uncertainty, it is also hopeful and
optimistic; that while society is relentless
with its all too common misdeeds and
misfortunes, it is also resilient and
equipped for real change. In order
to lead this changing world while
achieving individual and professional
success, the need for an education based
on character, as much as intelligence, is
more critical than ever.

THE COMPACT
Olivet College is founded on and devoted to
student learning, growth and development.
The college values diversity within a community
built on trust, participation and a sense of pride.
As a member of this community I affirm the
following commitments:
I am responsible for my own learning and
personal development
I am responsible for contributing to the
learning of others
I am responsible for service to Olivet College
and the larger community
I am responsible for contributing to the
quality of the physical environment
I am responsible for treating all people
with respect

FOUNDED IN

1844
Olivet College has
provided the foundation for
responsible leadership since its
inception.The simple yet substantive
notion of “Teaching the divine art and
science of doing good to others,” as declared
by our founders in 1844, set the pace for how
we define true leadership.
Our nearly 175-year history of providing
the education and moral example to lead
responsibly has since culminated with
the seven principles of The Compact,
as well as our vision of Education
for Individual and Social
Responsibility.

I am responsible for behaving and
communicating with honesty and integrity
I am responsible for the development and
growth of Olivet College

8
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Guided by these values, the next wave of Olivet College students is not only
globally aware, they are cause conscious and hungry to lead change. “The
more we know, the more we care,” said Olivet College student Xavier
Vance. “Everyone can make a difference; there is no small act of
kindness. There is no room in this world to be selfish because no one
in this world can be the person they are meant to become without
a helping hand from someone else. Education for Individual and
Social Responsibility teaches us that you can’t allow yourself to
turn a blind eye to the things that are the hardest to look at or
even to understand. Who knows what the next challenge will
be? But, if we can come together now and be that changing
force, we can make a real impact and build something
strong for future generations. In this way, we are not only
helping those who need it, we are allowing others to be
inspired to do good as well.”
For Xavier, and a generation of students just like her, the
power to lead responsibly in this world starts with Olivet
College. It starts with an opportunity other colleges and
universities cannot or will not provide. It starts with their
first day living on campus, and with each distinct new
relationship formed with classmates and professors.

Most importantly,
it starts with you.

10
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Olivet College must continue to empower its students
to be the responsible leaders the world so greatly
needs, and in doing so, solidify its place in the
higher education landscape of tomorrow. To
fully accomplish this goal the college must
work in partnership and collaboration
with its alumni, friends and supporters
through collective wisdom, greater
engagement and involvement, and
philanthropic investment.

“THE MORE WE KNOW,
THE MORE WE CARE.”
XAVIER VANCE

Your support of Responsible
Learners – Responsible Leaders:
Olivet College 2020 and Beyond
is the key to this effort.
The college is on a rising
trajectory physically,
academically and financially.
Together, we have accomplished
so much and come so far, yet
we still see enormous need and
opportunity ahead. Without
critical campaign support, the
future is much more uncertain.
In order to become the college we
envision for the future, an investment
of this size and scope cannot wait.

Every dollar contributed to this campaign
enhances the strength, vitality and sustained
future of the college, and in turn allows Olivet
to serve its students in immeasurable ways. Your
gift will have an immediate and lasting impact not
only here on campus, but in communities and countries
served by our graduates across the globe.

2020 AND BEYOND
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STRATEGIC
VISION
Preparation for Responsible
Learners – Responsible Leaders
began in January 2011 when the college
undertook a major initiative to consider the
future of Olivet College and to determine its
strategic positioning so that it can thrive, not just
survive, in the increasingly competitive decades ahead.
This resulted in the establishment of the

Charting the Course to 2020 and Beyond

strategic plan. In the 2020 and Beyond plan, the college affirms
that its core value and distinctive place amongst the vast array of
colleges, both now and into the future, centers around a relationship-based,
educational “total experience,” where students thrive in an intimate community
of learners among faculty and one another; living, learning and collaborating
together in a campus-based residential experience.
12
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As such, Olivet College commits to being
a quality private liberal arts college with
strong professional programs and faculty
who view themselves as both scholars
and facilitators of student learning and
development. It remains committed
to its values-based mission
encapsulated by the
directive, Education for
Individual and Social
Responsibility, where
responsibility is
woven across the
entire curriculum
and 100 percent
of students
participate in
service learning. It
must also remain a
place where students
come to develop the
knowledge and skills to
become professionally and
economically successful, but to also
learn that with success comes responsibility to
make a positive difference in the world. This
has and must continue to enable the college to
produce graduates who are highly sought and
selected by employers and graduate schools.

and people of color on a coequal basis with
white men, Olivet also has been and must
remain one of the most diverse student
populations of any private liberal arts college
in Michigan. Recognizing that exceptional
students and leaders come from
all walks of life, the college is
committed to defining itself
by who it includes, not
excludes.
Our student body
is composed of a
strong mix of firstgeneration college
students, students
from urban and
rural backgrounds,
and students of
all socioeconomic
backgrounds.
Distinctively, this
uncommon degree of ethnic,
geographic and socioeconomic
diversity provides a tremendous experience
and advantage for Olivet graduates over
those from other colleges, allowing their
responsible leadership to reach all corners
of society. This is evident in our globally
connected community of alumni who are
contributing their ideas, time and talents to
the world in countless ways.

20
20

Consistent with its Congregational roots as
the first college in the state to admit women

2020 AND BEYOND
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KEY ATTRIBUTES

THE KEY ATTRIBUTES OF
THE OLIVET COLLEGE OF
2020 & BEYOND.
The strategic plan identifies
eight key attributes that,
when accomplished, will
realize the college we
envision. As we look toward
the Olivet College of 2020
and Beyond, we foresee a
future where the college:

•	Embodies in its curriculum and campus life our values-based mission of
Education for Individual and Social Responsibility.

•	Facilitates the vibrancy of campus and community life, where students are

empowered and engaged learners; where we support a culture of diversity and
global inclusion; where each person feels included, supported and respected;
where we build community and have fun together; and most importantly,
where faculty, staff and students want to be, live and learn.

•	Provides a unique educational opportunity, where students from a wide

assortment of backgrounds and abilities succeed as engaged learners, and
where “providing opportunity” is defined by enhanced academic achievement,
high graduation rates, graduate school acceptance or vocational placement of
our graduates, and the social contributions of our alumni.

•	Facilitates through an international perspective the development of productive
and responsible global citizens who think critically, communicate effectively,
work well with a diverse array of others, and embody individual and social
responsibility.

•	Ensures an educational experience that is strong in professional preparation
within a contemporary liberal arts foundation and develops critical,
independent thinkers who possess a strong ethical compass.

•	Prepares students for a rapidly changing, technologically-enabled global
economy and society.

•	Is financially healthy and stable, and effectively directs financial resources at
achieving priorities.

•	Has a regional and national reputation as a college that effectively prepares

students to be not only economically successful, but to take responsibility to
make positive change in their local and global communities.
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OUTSIDE OF THE CAMPAIGN

STRATEGIC PROJECTS

$20,500,000

TOTAL:

In some cases, Olivet envisions incremental strategic investment through increased operating
revenues it will generate through tuition and fees from increased enrollment levels. These projects,
combined with those from the campaign, will place Olivet College in a position to realize its
fullest potential. The projects listed below began in 2015 at the start of the campaign and will be
completed during the duration of the campaign.

NEW STUDENT HOUSING FACILITIES: $10,000,000

AN INVESTMENT IN
RESPONSIBLE LEARNERS
– RESPONSIBLE
LEADERS.
In order to carry out this vision and
accomplish these objectives, Olivet must make
the necessary investments in its academic and
co-curricular programs, campus facilities and
equipment, and faculty and staff to drive and
support this critical positioning of the college.
These projects and programs were identified
and developed through detailed enrollment and
admissions planning, campus facilities master
planning, detailed market analysis and planning,
and cross-college multiyear financial modeling.

16
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The college acquired Oak Hill Apartments near the Cutler Center during the 2015-2016 academic
year to provide additional housing for our growing residential student body. This acquisition
allowed the college the time necessary to plan, design and soon to build a new student housing
project currently slated to open the fall of 2019. These two investments will allow our students the
opportunity to live in the modern apartment style housing they desire.

UPDATED FACILITIES IN EXISTING STUDENT HOUSING: $2,500,000
In addition to adding new housing, the college has made substantial investments
in our three traditional style student dorms: Dole, Blair and Shipherd Halls.
During the summer of 2016, the college stripped out and fully renovated every
bathroom in all three buildings — a total of 84 bathrooms. Our students exhibited
wild enthusiasm for the bathroom renovations and have shared equal levels of
excitement for the dormitory common area upgrades completed during the summer of 2017.
These included all new carpet, paint, furniture, flat screen televisions and more.

ATHLETIC FACILITY UPGRADES: $3,000,000
Understanding the role athletics plays in lives of our students, the investments
available to the college only through the campaign would not fulfill all of our
goals, so an additional investment in our athletic facilities will be made on an
annual basis. The first of these major upgrades was the installation of new turf on
the football field in the summer of 2017. Other upgrades in the years to come will
include upgrades for the soccer, baseball and softball fields, the addition of expanded parking,
and renovations inside the Cutler Event Center.

PUBLIC SPACE AND CAMPUS CORE: $5,000,000
The beauty of our campus must remain at the forefront of efforts, as must the
functionality of our facilities. The college has made investments to the college
square in lighting and a sprinkler system, in the maintenance of the health of our
family of oak trees and in many of the behind-the-scene systems that keep things
warm in winter, cool in the summer and bright all year round.
2020 AND BEYOND
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YOUR INVESTMENT IN
THIS VISION IS CRITICAL.
Olivet College’s one-of-a-kind educational experience offers it’s students not just the degree,
but the moral example to become the great citizens and leaders so many of this generation
aspire to. As the college works toward 2020 and Beyond, it is committed first and foremost
to providing an academic and co-curricular experience that prepares students to take on the
world’s most complex challenges.
The reason for this campaign is simple: Olivet College students deserve an education
that matches their ambition.
Each dollar contributed to Responsible Learners – Responsible Leaders: Olivet College
2020 and Beyond helps Olivet College provide its students with the opportunity to take their
willingness and desire to become leaders, and turn it into real action.
This is the moment when you can help Olivet College to take the next step forward in
providing the foundation for responsible leadership.

RESPONSIBLE LEARNERS, RESPONSIBLE LEADERS

CAMPAIGN INITIATIVES

ENRICHING THE STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Academics and Co-Curricular Enhancements:			
• New Student and Collegiate Center 			
• Mott Academic Center Renovations			
• Academic Program Expansion and Enhancement J			
• The Roznowski Learning Commons at Burrage Library J 			
• Gruen Engagement Center J			
• Hosford History Center & Lawrence Archive J 			

LEARNING TO LEAD ON THE PLAYING FIELD

Athletic Enhancements:			
• Athletic Facilities Expansion and Enhancement			
• Pyne Pavilion J
• Athletic Program Start-Up and Expansion J			
• Football Locker Room Expansion J 			

A VIBRANT CAMPUS AND COMMUNITY

We proudly launch Responsible Learners – Responsible Leaders: Olivet College 2020
and Beyond, and ask you to join us in committing to our defining purpose: to graduate
students whose foundation is built upon an understanding of their individual
responsibilities, along with the responsibility they have to serve as leaders throughout
society for a better tomorrow.

Campus Beautification and Sustainability: 			
• The Dole Hall Welcome Center J 			
• Land Acquisition for New Housing and Programs J			
• Greek Housing Renovations J 			

Your participation in this campaign will help ensure that Olivet College strengthens
its position as an institution where responsible learners are shaped. Together, we can prepare a
promising generation of responsible leaders seeking their opportunity to better the world.

OLIVET COLLEGE BEYOND 2020

To participate today, please use
the enclosed envelope, go online to
www.OlivetCollege.edu, or call the
Advancement Office at 269.749.7630.

OlivetCollege.edu

$4,120,000
$3,050,000
$650,000
$220,000
$200,000

$1,955,000
$910,000
$220,000
$825,000

Endowment & Planned Gifts: 			
A strong and growing endowment is essential to a healthy and
sustaining college of the future. Growing the college endowment
through planned (estate) gifts and current gifts is a significant
priority of the comprehensive campaign.

$18,000,000

OLIVET FUND & ANNUAL PROGRAM SUPPORT			

$4,000,000

Unrestricted gifts via the Olivet Fund, along with program specific
support, make it possible for the college to create an ideal environment
for educating future responsible leaders, while also addressing the
operational needs of today and unexpected circumstances.

J Projects completed or underway.
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$15,925,000
$11,000,000
$1,550,000
$450,000
$700,000
$825,000
$1,400,000

TOTAL:

$44,000,000
2020 AND BEYOND
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RESPONSIBLE LEARNERS, RESPONSIBLE LEADERS

CAMPAIGN PROJECT NAMING OPPORTUNITIES
GIFT LEVEL

$100,000
$100,000
$50,000
$50,000
$50,000
$50,000
$25,000 Each
$25,000 Each
$25,000
$25,000 Each
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$1,500,000
$1,500,000
$1,000,000
$1,000,000
$1,000,000
$1,000,000
$500,000
$500,000
$500,000
$300,000
$250,000
$250,000
$250,000
$250,000
$150,000
$150,000
$150,000
$150,000
$100,000
$100,000

RESPONSIBLE
LEADERS
D

$5,000,000
$1,000,000
$500,000
$500,000
$250,000
$250,000
$250,000
$250,000
$150,000
$150,000
$100,000
$100,000
$50,000
$50,000

New Wing
Gymnasium
Softball Field
Baseball Field
Soccer Field
Pool
Fitness Center
Wrestling Room Expansion
Athletics Lobby
Tennis Facility
Football Coaches Suite
Baseball Press Box
Softball Press Box
Soccer Press Box
Athletic Director’s Office
$50,000 Each
Athlete’s Lounge/Meeting Room
Football Head Coach’s Office
$25,000 Each
Football Scoreboard
		
Soccer Bleachers
MOTT ACADEMIC CENTER		
Athletics Training Suite
New Entrance
$500,000
Football Offensive
South Patio
$250,000
Coordinator Office
Provost Suite
$250,000
Football Defensive
Coordinator Office
Business Office
$250,000
Soccer Team Benches
Laboratories
$100,000
Soccer Scoreboard
Classrooms
$25,000 to $50,000 Each
Baseball Scoreboard
Faculty Offices
$25,000 Each
Softball Scoreboard
Tennis Courts (6)
Naming Opportunities are available in all facilities on
Football Assistant
Coach Offices
campus. If you would like to see opportunities in the
Upton Conservatory, Library, Reithmiller-Blackman Art
Officials’ Locker Room
Building, Gruen Engagement Center, Hosford History
Coaches’ Offices
Center, Dole Hall, Shipherd Hall, Blair Hall, or other
facilities, please just ask. Call 269.749.7630.
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GIFT LEVEL

ATHLETICS		

STUDENT CENTER
Building/Facility
Multi-Purpose Event Space
Event Pre-Function Space
Student Life Suite
Main Street Space
Fireside Lounge
Outdoor Entrance/Patio
Market/Eatery
Bookstore
Balcony Study Area
Coffee Shop
Staircase
Radio Station Booth
Gaming and Media Area
Staff and Student Meeting
Rooms (7)
Offices and Support
Facilities (11)

NAMING OPPORTUNITY

OL

NAMING OPPORTUNITY

B E YO N

2020 AND BEYOND
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ENRICHING THE

STUDENT
EXPERIENCE

New student and collegiate center rendering.

ACADEMICS & CO-CURRICULAR ENHANCEMENTS

$15,925,000
Olivet College’s one-of-a-kind educational experience offers not just the degree, but the moral
example to become the great citizens and leaders so many of this generation aspire to. As the
college works toward its vision of Charting the Course for 2020 and Beyond, it is committed first
and foremost to providing an academic and co-curricular experience that prepares students to
take on the world’s most complex challenges.
The reason for this campaign is simple: Olivet College students deserve an education that
matches their ambition. The college is on a rising trajectory physically, academically and

22
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financially. Together, we have accomplished so much and come so far, yet we still see enormous
need and opportunity ahead. In order to become the college we envision for the future, an
investment of this size and scope cannot wait.
Each dollar contributed to Responsible Learners - Responsible Leaders: Olivet College 2020 and
Beyond helps Olivet College provide its students with the opportunity to take their willingness and
desire to become leaders, and turn it into real action.
Most importantly, it offers alumni, parents, friends and other stakeholders the opportunity to
invest in these extraordinary students who, empowered by their Olivet College experience, will go
out and transform the world.
In order to secure Olivet College’s future in providing the best educational experience possible,
campaign support will be used to fund the following projects.
2020 AND BEYOND
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ACADEMICS & CO-CURRICULAR ENHANCEMENTS

Internal renderings of the new student and collegiate center.

NEW STUDENT & COLLEGIATE CENTER

$11,000,000

Design work has been completed for the
new Student and Collegiate Center,
considered the pinnacle project of the
campaign for Olivet College.

athletic paths might not otherwise cross –
to intermingle.

Currently, the Olivet campus lacks a central
space where students can converge in a vibrant
social setting. The new Student and Collegiate
Center would create an exciting, inclusive
place for Olivet’s diverse student body – whose
academic, residential, co-curricular and

24
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The center will be constructed on the current
site of MacKay Gymnasium and will seamlessly
connect to the Upton Recreation Center. This
location is central to the campus, faces the
College Square and is a short distance from
Mott Academic Center, and would serve as
a convenient meeting location for students.
The classic identity of the college will be

maintained through Georgian revival-style
architecture, consistent with the look of both
the college’s newest and most historic facilities.
Designed to provide ample opportunities
for students to work, study and spend time
together, the new Student & Collegiate Center
will include a spirit shop and dining facilities,
gaming and casual seating areas, and WOCR
radio and The Echo student newspaper, as well
as highly functional work and entertainment

spaces equipped with modern technology
and resources.
A multipurpose space supporting up to 350
guests is also included in the design, and will
provide a place to host conferences, events and
formal functions.
When completed, the new Student &
Collegiate Center will serve as the central hub
of a strong and vibrant campus life for the
Olivet College students of the future.

2020 AND BEYOND
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ACADEMICS & CO-CURRICULAR ENHANCEMENTS

MOTT ACADEMIC CENTER RENOVATIONS $1,550,000
As the primary learning facility on campus, the Mott Academic Center requires critical
updates to ensure its place in providing a contemporary liberal arts education. Renovations
to improve lab and classroom space, which have been ongoing for the past few years, will
continue in order to enhance flexibility and technology, while the creation of additional social
spaces will allow students to interact on a broader level.
One such plan is to transform the Barker Cawood Lounge, currently an underutilized
space on the building’s main floor, into a Starbucks coffee shop. When completed, this
contemporary café will allow students to meet, study and engage naturally in a much more
desirable environment.
Outside enhancements will completely modernize the building’s façade, creating an inviting
point of entry for students and faculty. Remodeled doorways will open to an accessible
entrance that meets new walkways, patios and seating areas, while fresh landscaping will add
to the building’s outer beauty.
Olivet College values the educational interactions supported by small class sizes and inviting
spaces that allow students to collaborate. Continued renovations and decisions about
placement of academic programs, faculty offices and classrooms will intentionally reinforce
the college’s commitment to the full breadth of a contemporary liberal arts education that
prepares future leaders.

New entrance renderings for C.S. Mott Academic Center.
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ACADEMICS & CO-CURRICULAR ENHANCEMENTS

Academics and Co-Curricular Enhancements

ACADEMIC PROGRAM EXPANSION & ENHANCEMENT

$450,000

In order to help our students develop as the next generation of responsible leaders, Olivet College
must provide them with abundant opportunities to engage with their peers and professors both
socially and academically.
As such, the college has and will continue to invest campaign support into start-up and expansion
funds for new participation opportunities for students. Examples include the revitalization of the
athletic and marching bands, the addition of a gospel choir program, and the development of new
majors in the Risk Management and Insurance Program. Through these programs, the college
will maintain its focus on increasing the diversity and increasing the number of females within its
overall student body.
An additional priority of Responsible Learners – Responsible Leaders includes investing in
teaching and learning enhancement programs that directly impact the quality and depth of
our students’ education. In 2015, shortly after the beginning of the campaign, President Steven
M. Corey, Ph.D., invited faculty members to submit funding proposals to support teaching and
learning at Olivet College. From these submissions, eight were selected and a quarter of a million
dollars was allocated to fund these student-centered projects:

THESE INCLUDE:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Health and Human Performance Laboratory
Science Research Grants
Band and Choir Room Improvements
Faculty Inclusion and Diversity Programming
Journalism and Mass Communication Program Equipment and Software
African American Male Success Initiative
Psychology Observation Laboratory and Updates
Liberal Arts Core Improvements

OlivetCollege.edu
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ACADEMICS & CO-CURRICULAR ENHANCEMENTS

ROZNOWSKI LEARNING COMMONS AT BURRAGE LIBRARY

$700,000 (COMPLETED)

Thanks to a lead gift from Steve ’82 and Melinda (Strother)
’82 Roznowski, the ground level of Burrage Library was
recently transformed to provide a complete social learning
experience for Olivet College students. Equipped with
updated technology, state-of-the-art study resources,
Comet Café and meeting rooms, The Roznowski
Learning Commons, which opened in the fall of
2015, merges the social and intellectual interests of
Olivet College students in an environment that infuses
presentation, research and learning technologies into a
contemporary space.

GRUEN ENGAGEMENT CENTER

$825,000

Beloved faculty members like Fred Gruen, Ph.D., former chemistry professor, helped establish the
relationships-based educational experience Olivet College is known for. Gruen had the exceptional
ability of engaging students in learning outside the classroom, often entertaining them at his home
on Yale Street. He believed that learning took place in a social setting as much as in the classroom,
and he was right. Research consistently indicates that outside-of-the-classroom student/faculty
interaction has multiple, positive outcomes for both the student and the institution. These
include improved retention and academic performance, personal and intellectual development,
educational aspirations and overall satisfaction.
The legendary home of Dr. Gruen will soon serve as the nucleus of relationships-based education
once again at Olivet College. Thanks to campaign support, the house will soon be restored to its
original glory. As part of the college’s Master Plan, the Gruen Engagement Center will serve as a
place where today’s students and faculty can collaborate in a social setting, while also serving as
a lodging and hospitality space for visitors such as professors-in-residence, campus speakers and
special guests.
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Floor plans for the new Gruen Engagement Center.

2020 AND BEYOND
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ACADEMICS & CO-CURRICULAR ENHANCEMENTS

HOSFORD HISTORY CENTER & LAWRENCE ARCHIVE

$1,400,000

The Hosford
House wraparound
porch will maintain its
significant architecture and
old time feel, and will be an
attractive spot for guests to
relax or play classic games
like croquet or chess.

Built by Oramel Hosford, one of Olivet College’s founders, the Hosford House is believed to
be the oldest residence in the city of Olivet and one of the college’s most historic structures. As
such, the Hosford House will continue to occupy a prominent location and function on campus.
Thanks to a lead gift by Robert ’57 and Sarah (Engle) ’56 Lawrence the college is fulfilling
its desire to preserve and maintain this important structure and breathe new life into our
historical past for generations of students to come.
The Hosford History Center and Lawrence Archive will preserve the building’s classic structure,
which is remarkably intact. The college plans to remove the home’s current garage (built in
the 1970s) and incorporate an atrium and new addition that blends the historic identity of the
house with contemporary feel and functionality.
A museum featuring a vast collection of photographs, documents and materials from the Olivet
College Archives will allow these precious items to be studied and enjoyed by students and
guests, while lounge and study spaces and an a la carte café are intended to create an inviting
atmosphere for both research and socializing.
The climate-controlled, fire proof addition will be the new home of the Lawrence Archive, with
documents and items safely catalogued and stored within. This addition is also designed to be
accessible via elevator.
The upstairs rooms will serve as offices for the processing and digitizing of archival material,
and will also provide additional meeting space for the campus. The classic “Michigan basement”
will serve as overflow space for the museum.

First Floor Plan

Finally, the home’s wraparound porch will maintain its significant architecture and old time feel,
and will be an attractive spot for guests to relax or play classic games like croquet or chess.

Second Floor Plan
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LEARNING TO

LEAD ON THE
PLAYING FIELD

ATHLETIC ENHANCEMENTS

$4,120,000
Olivet College recognizes that in order for its students to lead a changing world while
achieving individual and professional success, an education based on character, as much as
intelligence, is more critical than ever. For the majority of our students, that character is built
in athletic competition.
Like most successful leaders, athletes understand the tangible advantages of executing a plan.
They know what it’s like to work under pressure, when the stakes are high and a lot of people
are watching.
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As today’s complex world proves, nothing is more valued than a decision-maker with a level
head. In fact, an astounding 95 percent of Fortune 500 Company chief executives played college
sports, as did more than half of all female top executives from five different countries, according
to Ernst & Young.
Our 600+ student-athletes know the importance of team dynamics: building trust, understanding
others’ personalities, exercising discipline and adaptability, and making quick decisions. As
Olivet College focuses on growing its athletic opportunities, the number of leaders who take
those skills from the field to the greater world will grow too.
With this in mind, campaign support is critical for the following athletic initiatives.
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ATHLETIC ENHANCEMENTS

ATHLETIC FACILITIES EXPANSION AND ENHANCEMENTS

$3,050,000

The Olivet College campus supports a wide range of NCAA Division III athletic teams, along
with numerous intramural and club sports. In order to continue the success of our growing
Comet athletics program, expanding and enhancing current facilities is necessary. Funds raised
through the Responsible Learners – Responsible Leaders campaign have and will support the
following projects:

•

 e complete reorganization of the Cutler Athletic Complex and Event Center, including the
Th
addition of a new, expanded fitness center and weight room to accommodate multiple teams
simultaneously. The new fitness area, which will be more than double its current size, will be
relocated to the south end of the building, creating space for much-needed coaches’ offices.

•  With the majority of coaches offices’ and the athletic director’s office housed together at

the east side of Cutler, this entrance will serve as a natural welcoming point for prospective
student-athletes and their families.

Potential Floor Plan
Reorganization of the
Cutler Athletic Complex
and Event Center.

•  A football coaches’ suite, to be placed near the training facilities, will bring the entire

coaching staff in-house and will allow them to meet with recruits in modern, attractive
accommodations.

•  An officials’ locker room and additional storage will take the place of the current
football offices.

•  With a significant increase in the number of student-athletes who call Olivet College home,
the athletic training space must expand in order to provide students with the best care. The
current training room will triple in size and resources as part of this campaign.

•  Olivet’s nationally recognized wrestling team continues to be a priority program for athletics,
while cheerleading is an area for potential growth with the recent addition of a full-time
coach. A combined wrestling and cheerleading training area will provide the space and
resources necessary for both teams to thrive.

•  The extension of the gym will allow a second full court to be added, which will better

accommodate winter sports practices and competition. The extension also allows the college
to open the gym to high school tournaments and other community events.

•  Outdoor enhancements include: the addition of a six-court tennis facility; improvements
to the press box, concessions stand and restrooms at the baseball field; soccer field
enhancements; updated scoreboards; expanded parking; and drastically improved field
quality through general modifications.
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ATHLETIC ENHANCEMENTS

PYNE PAVILION

$650,000 (COMPLETED)

Greatly enhancing the game-day experience, the Pyne Pavilion offers a permanent space for
Comet fans to root for our athletic teams, enjoy concessions and purchase Olivet College team
apparel in the comfort of a state-of-the-art facility.
The two-story structure, which opened in the fall of 2014, is named for and supported by friends
of George Pyne III ’65, who starred and lettered in football at Olivet College for four years and
went on to play in the NFL for the Boston Patriots.

ATHLETIC PROGRAM START-UP AND EXPANSION

Renderings of the expanded Wrestling and Cheer Team Space
(top) and the New Tennis Center (bottom).

$220,000

Olivet College has and will continue to invest start-up funds for new varsity and club sports.
Newly instated athletic opportunities include women’s and men’s bowling, men’s volleyball and
men’s tennis. In addition, campaign funds supported the addition of a full-time track and field
coach and full-time cheerleading coach.

FOOTBALL LOCKER ROOM EXPANSION

$200,000 (COMPLETED)

Olivet College is proud to boast a championship caliber football program after back-to-back
conference championships in 2015 and 2016. The Comet football program is at the height
of its game, and continues to build upon its successes. The team has grown from 75 to 150+
student athletes through focused recruitment and retention efforts. During 2014, the college
made upgrades to provide the necessary locker room and training space to support the positive
momentum the program had already initiated.
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A VIBRANT

CAMPUS &
COMMUNITY

CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION & SUSTAINABILITY

$1,955,000
For Olivet College students, the first seeds of responsibility are planted when they learn The
Compact, a set of seven principles that define what it means to be responsible leaders in their
communities and the world.

TWO OF THOSE PRINCIPLES NOTABLY STATE THE FOLLOWING:

•  I am responsible for service to Olivet College and the larger community
•  I am responsible for contributing to the quality of the physical environment
As Olivet College works toward enhancing the vibrancy of campus and community life, it is
serving as a living example of these principles in action. A large part of the college’s work includes
partnering with the city of Olivet to build a community that meets its full potential.
Campaign funds have and will support the following campus initiatives:
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CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION & SUSTAINABILITY

DOLE HALL WELCOME CENTER

$910,000 (COMPLETED)

Located at the heart of campus and city of Olivet, the new Dole Hall Welcome Center is now
considered the “front door” of Olivet College. With its important role in housing the Office
of Admissions, creating an inviting and clearly identifiable location for welcoming visitors,
prospective students and their families to campus was necessary.
While keeping the building’s historic image and significance intact, the new welcome center
includes a modernized admissions office and administrative wing, two new guest bathrooms,
improvements to the main hallway, new front entrance sidewalk from Main Street, refreshed
landscaping, expanded parking, improved accessibility and enhanced dorm room security.
Recently completed updates include cosmetic improvements to Klock Commons and the
Kolassa Conference Room.
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CAMPUS BEAUTIFICATION & SUSTAINABILITY
LAND ACQUISITION FOR NEW HOUSING AND PROGRAMS

$220,000

Imagine an expanded residential community of 1,500 students living the Olivet College
experience on a daily basis. As the college works toward growing its student population, the
campus calls for significant expansion in residential capacity.
Newly developed housing concepts seek to provide much more than just places for students to
sleep. Plans include a spectrum of living environments that will support students’ various needs
and interests.
An interconnected residential community will expose students to roommates and suitemates,
small villages of multiple buildings, and campus neighborhoods. Each residential option will
offer a unique blend of features while all students remain within easy walking distance of
academic, student life, athletic and other destinations, including their friends’ campus homes.

A
spectrum of
living environments
that will support students’
various needs.

Renovations are now complete on the college’s classic dormitories – Blair, Dole and Shipherd
halls. Design work for a second phase of Gillette Student Village and additional housing has
also been developed. In addition, the college recently acquired Oak Hill Apartments as another
residential option for students. While Olivet plans to invest campaign funds into the expansion
of its residential community, continued support will exist through revenue from an increased
student population.

GREEK HOUSING RENOVATIONS

$825,000

Greek life has a long and proud history at Olivet College and is almost as old as the college itself.
The first literary societies were established over 170 years ago by students looking for alternative
social-cultural opportunities in addition to those organized by the college. Today Greek
alumni are writing a new chapter in their storied history by investing in the addition of new
homes and the restoration of classic homes on campus. Greek houses fulfill a role in student
housing, campus entertainment and overall social engagement for the college. The organizations
partnering with the college to raise funds in support of their houses include: Phi Alpha Pi,
Kappa Sigma Alpha, Adelphic Alpha Pi, Alpha Xi Omega (Elite), Mu Omega Pi, Soronian,
and Sigma Beta.
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THANK YOU
for accepting the
responsibility to help
Olivet College continue to
“Teach the Divine Art
and Science of Doing
Good to Others.”

OLIVET COLLEGE
320 S. Main St.
Olivet, MI 49076

(269) 749-7630
advancement@olivetcollege.edu
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