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Congratulations on your academic success! 

Olivet College recognizes the effort it takes to 

maintain a strong GPA while managing many other 

responsibilities in high school.  We would like you to con-

tinue your success at Olivet College by offering you the 

opportunity to become a member of the Global Citizen 

Honors Program (GCHP) and to help support your educa-

tion through the Global Citizen Honors Scholarship!

Your acceptance to participate in GCHP grants you the 

Global Citizen Honors Scholarship valued at 50 percent 

off tuition automatically, with additional scholarship 

opportunities available for students who compete in the 

on-campus GCHP scholarship competition. This is the 

highest academic award that Olivet College provides 

new students of your caliber. This amount is in addition 

to any state and federal aid for which you may qualify. 

This merit award replaces any other Olivet College merit 

award you may be offered. 

The GCHP at Olivet College is designed for the student 

who wishes to continue demonstrating creativity and 

leadership within the framework of our mission of 

Individual and Social Responsibility. This is a distinct 

academic opportunity that includes Honors seminars, 

Honors option courses, Honors sections of Liberal Arts 

Core courses, world languages, the possibility of study 

at Oxford University in England, a host of co-curricular 

events and more that provide a comprehensive academic 

experience for our honors program members. 

WELCOME TO OLIVET COLLEGE

“Being a part of GCHP has 
provided me with the opportunity

 to travel and serve our global 
community. I have found that
 completing my senior thesis 

through GCHP has proven most 
useful to me in furthering my education.”

         
        -Dominique Giroux ‘18



Priority registration. All GCHP students can register for classes as soon as registration opens, helping to ensure access to 

high-demand courses.

GCHP-only courses. GCHP offers two types of courses that are open only to program members: Honors sections designed 

specifically with GCHP students in mind, and Honors seminars, 3-credit-hour interdisciplinary courses. 

Enhanced regularly-offered courses. Completing an “Honors option” in a regularly-scheduled course gives students the 

opportunity to work one-on-one with college faculty on projects that extend and enhance courses they would take as part of their 

liberal arts core or major-minor requirements. 

The Honors thesis. In their senior year, GCHP students apply for and complete a 3-6 credit hour Honors thesis under the 

supervision of a professor of the student’s choosing. 

Program offices. The GCHP office provides students with space for individual and group study, a dedicated work station for 

checking email and printing assignments, a lounge area for reading, and more. 

The Oxford Study Abroad Programme (OSAP). GCHP offers students the chance to spend part of their summer 

studying at Oxford University in the United Kingdom.

Program events throughout the year. GCHP hosts a variety of events for its students, including a fall welcome picnic 

and field trips to local destinations and to larger cultural centers.

Two membership “levels.” GCHP Scholars are individuals who are committed to completing the 24 Honors credits, 

including the Honors thesis, and intend to graduate from the Honors program. However, the Honors program faculty recognize 

that our students’ lives are complex, so we offer students the ability to “step back” to the GCHP Associate level of participation as 

early as the first semester of study. 

Members are in charge of their own learning. GCHP is designed to place students in the driver’s seat — they decide 

whether they are ready to commit to remaining GCHP Scholars or whether they would prefer a less rigorous but still engaged 

experience at the Associate level. Students decide whether to pursue and complete Honors options and whether to take Honors 

sections or Honors seminars. 

Honors upon graduation. GCHP Scholars who have completed all program requirements may elect to wear a special stole 

at commencement indicating their status as a graduate of the Global Citizen Honors Program. Students who complete the Honors 

Program also receive special insignia on their diploma indicating that they are a graduate of the Honors Program.

PROGRAM BENEFITS



Successful completion of the Global Citizen Honors Program requires earning 24 Honors credits, distributed across at least three 

semesters. GCHP members must maintain a 3.5 GPA and are expected to uphold the Olivet College  Compact. Members are 

strongly encouraged to complete an international component as part of their education, such as through the Oxford Experience, 

an overseas Intensive Learning Term (ILT), or an overseas semester.

ACADEMIC COMPONENT

A variable topic seminar that encourages 

students to discuss and debate ideas. Take 

1-3 seminars before junior year. 

In consultation with their professors, 

Honors options are available for any 

Olivet course. The student completes a 

learning experience that goes beyond 

regular course requirements.

Students may enroll in Honors sections of 

Writing and Rhetoric I and II, Civilization 

Studies, and Chemistry, with other courses 

and disciplines coming on-stream as 

program needs dictate. These sections are 

smaller in size and engage in the subject 

more deeply than traditional sections.

Students earn 6 credits at Oxford 

University during the summer. (This 

includes extra expenses. These can be

 offset by the student’s financial aid 

package.)

GCHP members may take up to 18 credit hours of Honors coursework; this number would be reduced if the student completes 

more than 3 Honors seminar credit hours and/or more than 3 Honors thesis credit hours.

The Honors thesis is a one or two semester long, 

individual project under the guidance of one or 

more faculty members. Students should begin 

planning their Honors thesis in the second 

semester of their junior year.

       *3-6 credit hours

Honors Seminar

   *At least 3 credit hours

Honors Options

Honors Coursework

Oxford ExperienceHonors Sections of LAC Courses

Honors Thesis



Recent Honors Seminars

Fairy Tales
What is the purpose of a fairy tale? Fairy tales of a culture shape it and reflect its values to the outside world. We’ll start with an 

overview of the history and characteristics of fairy tales. Why are people still fascinated by these centuries-old stories? Why do 

similar tales appear to have sprung up in geographically very different places around the world? We will sometimes read what is 

considered an original version, work our way through alternate versions or updated revisions, and, for some, watch a film or read a 

novel that somehow uses the tales.

Satire: Doing Good by Being Mean
Can you snark someone to death in a good cause? Yes we can! We learn by doing, so this will be an in-depth, workshop-based 

study of satire by doing satire in a variety of mediums, accompanied by study of print, film, television, and online satires by the 

masters. Writing-intensive with portfolio-based grading. Earns Creative Experience credit in the Liberal Core.

Hamilton and the American Election
We will read a biography of Alexander Hamilton, discuss the cast recording of the Broadway musical “Hamilton,” explore the

 “Federalist Papers,” and discuss the election of 2018. They class may include a trip to see the musical, but this would not be 

required.

No One Is an Island
We will read fiction by and about people of different ethnic roots to look deeper into  how we distinguish between the many 

communities to which we all belong and what effects these memberships have on our lives. These writers have created characters 

who grapple with issues of identity, either the individual’s identity or the community’s. How do people make these 

determinations? How can people from across difference come into community together?  What are the implications for 

society as a whole and for the “imagined community” that makes up our nation? 

Future Imperfect
Although at times it may seem like the end of the world as we know it, things 

aren’t nearly as bad as they could be. We will spend the semester studying a variety of 

dystopian fictions in a variety of media, including novels, graphic narratives, films, and 

musicals, with a special focus on how these fictions reflect contemporary social anxieties 

and on what they suggest we might do to avoid (or, if necessary, survive) the dazzling, 

grim futures that artists keep promising for us.

Reading for Pleasure
We will spend a semester exploring non-fiction texts on a variety of topics from 

Caribbean cruises to wilderness survival sagas, competitive tennis and state 

agricultural fairs, each offering unexpected insights that often transcend the details of 

each narrative.  We will examine together these tests, with an eye, as the German 

philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche puts it, to reading well, “slowly, profoundly, attentively, 

prudently, with inner thoughts, with the mental doors ajar, with delicate fingers and 

eyes.” 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS



To retain their GCHP scholarships, recipients are required to meet three expectations: live on campus if the student’s home 

residence is not within one of the “core four” areas, maintain a 3.0 GPA, and participate in the program. Students should be aware 

that the standards to graduate from the program are more stringent than the requirements to maintain their scholarships.  The 

GCHP defines “participation in the program” as being any one or more of the following:

1. Taking one or more Honors sections per year (for example, Honors Writing and Rhetoric I, Honors Science Seminar, or Honors 

Civilization Studies).

2. Taking one or more Honors options per year (for example, completing an Honors option for Intro to Spanish I or for Kinesiology).

3. Taking one or more Honors seminars per year (for example, Fairy Tales, Hamilton, or Satire).

4. Constructive engagement in the program:

SCHOLARSHIP REQUIREMENTS

• “Constructive engagement” can be demonstrated by various means, such as by helping to plan or run part of the 

annual scholarship competition, serving as part of a panel during the competition, working on a program-sponsored 

service project, or by helping plan a GCHP social event.

• In addition to the above, and in keeping with the guiding principles of the program, students found responsible for 

major Compact violations – such as repeated alcohol violations or repeated noise violations, along with violations 

against persons or property (domestic violence, theft, vandalism) – risk the loss of their scholarships. Any sanctions 

that are levied by the Judicial Board may also put scholarships at risk.



HONORS FACULTY
By Name (with areas of specialization)
Laura Barlond-Maas (English, creative writing, cultural 
 studies, fairy tales, food justice, writing and rhetoric)
Ross Bohms (mathematics)
Dustin Byrd (religious studies, philosophy)
Maria Davis (biology)
Meredith Dodson (writing and rhetoric)
Timothy Flynn (music)
Jon Gerwirtz (music)
Charles Graessle (psychology)
Kirk Hendershott-Kraetzer (English, creative writing, film and 

television studies, writing and rhetoric)
John Homer (business and economics)
Thomas Humphreys (insurance and risk management)
Nick Juday (health and wellness, physical education, health 

and human performance)
Craig Korpela (history, political science)
Leah Knapp (biology, ecology/environment, medicine)
Susanne Lewis (chemistry)
Cea Noyes (sociology and anthropology)
Michael Oyster (business, entrepreneurship)
Daine Pavloski (journalism and mass communication)
KayDee Perry (adapted physical education, 
 health and wellness)
Janine Peters (mathematics)
Sarah Peterson (writing and rhetoric)
Blake Reed (chemistry)
Mike Sherzer (criminal justice)
Sarah Storey (biology)
Nancy Van Hoozier (kinesiology)
Matt Wait (civilization studies, political science, law)
Marcus Wasilevich (biology, environmental science)
Gary Wertheimer (visual art)
Marco Wiedenhoeft (mathmatics)
Joanne Williams (journalism and mass communication)
John Wilterding (chemistry, biochemistry, molecular biology, 

entomology)

By Discipline
Biology and Environmental Science
Maria Davis
Leah Knapp
Sarah Storey
Marcus Wasilevich
John Wilterding

Business and Economics
John Home
Michael Oyster

Chemistry
Susanne Lewis
Blake Reed
John Wilterding

Civilization Studies
Matt Wait

Criminal Justice
Mike Sherzer

English Language and Literature, 
Creative Writing
Laura Barlond-Maas 
Kirk Hendershott-Kraetzer

Health and Human Performance
Nick Juday
Nancy Van Hoozier
KayDee Perry

History
Craig Korpela
Nikki Magie

Journalism and Mass Communication
Daine Pavloski
Joanne Williams

Law and Justice
Matt Wait
Laura Barlond-Maas

Insurance and Risk Management
Thomas Humphreys

Mathematics
Ross Bohms
Janine Peters
Marco Wiedenhoeft

Media Studies
Kirk Hendershott-Kraetzer
Daine Pavloski
Joanne Williams

Music
Timothy Flynn
Jon Gewirtz

Philosophy
Dustin Byrd
Karen Chaney

Physical Education
Nick Juday

Physics
Marco Wiedenhoeft

Psychology
Charles Graessle

Religious Studies
Dustin Byrd
Karen Chaney

Sociology and Anthropology
Cea Noyes 

Visual Arts
Gary Wertheimer

Writing
Meredith Dodson
Kirk Hendershott-Kraetzer
Sarah Peterson
Laura Barlond-Maas

           Director, Global Citizen Honors Program
                                  

Krik Hendershott-Kraetzer, Ph.D.
                      kkraetzer@olivetcollege.edu



The COMPACT

...my own learning and personal development.

...contributing to the learning of others.

 ...service to Olivet College and the larger community.

...contributing to the quality of the physical environment.

...treating all people with respect.

...behaving and communicating with honesty and integrity.

...the development and growth of Olivet College

                                                                 I am responsible for....

  www.olivetcollege.edu
    Education for individual and Social Responsibility


