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Congratulations on your academic success!
Olivet College recognizes the effort it takes to maintain a strong grade point average while managing 
many other responsibilities in high school. We would like you to continue your success at Olivet College, 
and we are pleased to showcase the many opportunities of the Global Citizen Honors Program (GCHP). 

The GCHP at Olivet College is designed for the student who wishes to continue demonstrating creativity 
and leadership within the framework of our mission of Individual and Social Responsibility. This is a 
distinct academic opportunity that includes Honors Explorations, honors option courses, honors sections 
of Liberal Arts Core courses, domestic and foreign study trips, the opportunity to attend a summer term 
at Oxford University in England, and so much more, along with co-curricular events and programs that 
provide a comprehensive academic experience for our Honors Program members.

WELCOME TO THE 
      OLIVET COLLEGE HONORS PROGRAM
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PROGRAM 
      BENEFITS

Priority registration. All GCHP students can register for classes as soon as registration 
opens, helping to ensure access to high-demand courses.

GCHP-only courses. GCHP offers two types of courses that are open only to program 
members: honors sections designed specifically with GCHP students in mind and Honors 
Explorations, three-credit-hour interdisciplinary courses. 

Enhanced regularly-offered courses. Completing an honors option in a regularly-
scheduled course gives students the opportunity to work one-on-one with college 
faculty on projects that extend and enhance courses they would take as part of their 
Liberal Arts Core or major-minor requirements. 

The honors thesis. In their senior year, GCHP students complete a 3-6 credit hour 
honors thesis under the supervision of a professor of the student’s choosing. 

The Oxford Study Abroad Programme (OSAP). GCHP offers students the chance to 
spend part of their summer studying at Oxford University in the United Kingdom.

Program events throughout the year. GCHP hosts a variety of events for its  
students, including dinners and field trips to local destinations and to larger   
cultural centers.

Two membership levels. GCHP Scholars are individuals who are committed to 
completing 24 honors credits, including the honors thesis, and intend to graduate from 
the Honors Program. However, the Honors Program faculty recognize that our students’ 
lives are complex, so we offer students the ability to “step back” to the GCHP Associate 
level of participation as early as the first semester of study. 

Members are in charge of their own learning. GCHP is designed to place students in 
the driver’s seat — they decide whether they are ready to commit to remaining GCHP 
Scholars or whether they would prefer a less rigorous but still engaged experience at 
the Associate level. Students decide whether to pursue and complete honors options 
and whether to take honors sections or Honors Explorations. 

Honors upon graduation. GCHP Scholars who have completed all program 
requirements wear a special stole at Commencement indicating their status as a 
graduate of the Global Citizen Honors Program. Students who complete the Honors 
Program also receive special insignia on their diploma indicating that they are a 
graduate of the Honors Program.
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ACADEMIC       COMPONENT
Successful completion of the Global Citizen Honors Program requires earning 24 honors credits, distributed across at 
least three semesters. GCHP members must maintain a 3.5 GPA and are expected to uphold the Olivet College Compact. 
Members are strongly encouraged to complete an international component as part of their education, such as through the 
Oxford Study Abroad Programme, an overseas Intensive Learning Term (ILT) or an overseas semester.

HONORS 
EXPLORATIONS
A variable topic seminar that 
encourages students to discuss and 
debate ideas. Take 1-3 seminars 
before junior year.

At least 3 credit hours

HONORS 
COURSEWORK
HONORS OPTIONS
Honors options are available  
for any Olivet course, with 
consultation from professors.  
The student completes a learning 
experience that goes beyond 
regular course requirements.

HONORS SECTIONS of LIBERAL 
ARTS CORE COURSES
Students may enroll in honors 
sections of Academic Writing, Writing 
and Research, Civilization Studies, 
Chemistry Lab, Science Seminar, 
and Health and Human Performance 
(HHP) Seminar, with other courses 
coming on-stream as program needs 
dictate. These sections are smaller in 
size and engage in the subject more 
deeply than traditional sections.

OXFORD EXPERIENCE
Students earn up to 6 credits at 
Oxford University during the summer. 
(This includes extra expenses. 
These can be offset by the student’s 
financial aid package.)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
GCHP members may take up to 18 
credit hours of honors coursework. 
This number would be reduced if 
the student completes more than 
3 Honors Explorations credit hours 
and/or more than 3 honors thesis 
credit hours.

HONORS THESIS
The honors thesis is a one or two 
semester-long, individual project 
under the guidance of one or more 
faculty members. Students should 
begin planning their honors thesis 
in the first semester of their  
junior year.

3-6 credit hours
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PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
 RECENT HONORS EXPLORATIONS

HAMILTON AND THE AMERICAN ELECTION
We will read a biography of Alexander Hamilton, 
discuss the cast recording of the Broadway  
musical, “Hamilton,” explore the “Federalist Papers” 
and discuss the 2020 election. The class may   
include a trip to see the musical, but this would not 
be required.

SATIRE: DOING GOOD BY BEING MEAN
Can you snark someone to death in a good cause? 
Yes, we can! We learn by doing, so this will be an 
in-depth, workshop-based study of satire by doing 
satire in a variety of mediums, accompanied by 
study of print, film, television and online satires by 
the masters. This seminar is writing-intensive with 
portfolio-based grading and earns the Creative 
Experience credit in the Liberal Arts Core. 

NO ONE IS AN ISLAND
We will read fiction by and about people of different 
ethnic roots to look deeper into how we distinguish 
between the many communities to which we all 
belong and what effects these memberships have 
on our lives. These writers have created characters 
who grapple with issues of identity — either the 
individual’s identity or the community’s. How do 
people make these determinations? How can 
people from across difference come into community 
together? What are the implications for society as a 
whole and for the “imagined community” that makes 
up our nation?

FUTURE IMPERFECT
Although at times it may seem like the end of the 
world as we know it, things aren’t nearly as bad as 

they could be. We will spend the semester studying 
dystopian fiction in a variety of media, including 
novels, graphic narratives, films and musicals. The 
fiction will have a special focus on contemporary 
social anxieties and on what they suggest we might 
do to avoid (or, if necessary, survive) the dazzling, 
grim futures that artists keep promising for us.

FAIRY TALES
What is the purpose of a fairy tale? Fairy tales of a 
culture shape it and reflect its values to the outside 
world. We’ll start with an overview of the history 
and characteristics of fairy tales. Why are people 
still fascinated by these centuries-old stories? 
Why do similar tales appear to have sprung up in 
geographically very different places around the 
world? We will sometimes read what is considered 
an original version, work our way through alternate 
versions or updated revisions and, for some, watch a 
film or read a novel that somehow uses the tales.

READING FOR PLEASURE
We will spend a semester exploring non-fiction 
texts on a variety of topics from Caribbean cruises 
to wilderness survival sagas, competitive tennis and 
state agricultural fairs, each offering unexpected 
insights that often transcend the details of each 
narrative. We will examine together these tests, 
with an eye, as the German philosopher Friedrich 
Nietzsche puts it, to reading well, “slowly, profoundly, 
attentively, prudently, with inner thoughts, with the 
mental doors ajar, with delicate fingers and eyes.”

What are Explorations?
Dive deep into a wealth of knowledge both in and outside your field through Honors Explorations. Choose from a 
variety of special topics and explore the world around you in these unique, personalized classes. You'll develop critical 
thinking and problem solving skills that will prepare you for your future. Here are a few recent Honors Explorations: 
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A SAMPLING 
     OF GCHP COURSES AND STUDENT THESES

Wonder what kinds of topics you’ll cover in honors courses? Curious about some of the past research and 
work GCHP students have undertaken for their theses? Check out some impressive examples below.

HONORS OPTIONS  
•   Death Investigation, Intro to Criminal Justice

•   The Benefits of Probation vs. Incarceration, Probation   
and Parole

•   Designing a Minimum-Security Prison for Female Inmates, 
Corrections, Punishment and Crime

•   Expanded Analysis of “Wicked” and “The Goldfinch”  Text  
and Culture

•   Full-Body Self Portrait Drawing, Advanced Biological Illustration

•   Perceptions and Misperceptions of Random Events, Statistics

•   Animation in Kinetic Typography, Layout and Typography II

•   Analysis and Synthesis of Literature of Trauma, Psychological 
Disorders in Children

•   Science Writing, Chemistry

•   College History Teaching, World History II

•   The Advent of Michigan’s No-Fault Insurance Laws, Personal 
Insurance

•   Thomas Jefferson and the Theory of Natural Law, Introduction 
to Ethics

•   Concrete Language and Imagery, Poetry Writing I

•   Analysis of Unemployment by Education and by Race and 
Ethnicity, Principles of Microeconomics

•   Origins and Insertions for All Extrinsic, Primary Muscle Movers 
for Joints, Kinesiology

•   Business Plan, Managerial Accounting

•   New Technology and Visual Storytelling, Photojournalism

•   Team Coverage of the 2020 Election, Media Writing

•   Website Design, Web Design and Development

STUDENT THESES 
• “A Proposal for Recorded Texts as an Accommodation for 

Olivet’s Dyslexic Students,” Jessica Petkus

• “Developmental Processes of the Eye and Its Application in 
Stem Cell Research of Optic Neuropathies,” Kirstin Langer

• “The American Diet and Its Contribution to Disease,” 
Madelynn Drikakis

• “Understanding Awareness and Stigma Towards Mental 
Illness on Campus,” Dominique Giroux

• “How Technology Changed the Economy and the Business 
Environment,” Stephanie Robinson

• “And We’re Live: Show Bible and TV Episode Scripts,”  
Jack Caporuscio

• “Effects of Blindfolded Balance Training to Improve 
Proprioceptive Ability in Pole Vault Athletes,”  
Michaela Kaliniak

• “big feelings: a poetry book,” Halle Burke

• “GCHP International Immersion Experience,”   
Sarah Feldpausch

• “Funnel: A Business Plan,” Ben Serrels

• “Inducing Type II Diabetic Sugar Levels through Liquid 
Intake,” Cady LaPoint

• “A Study of College Breaks and Olivet Students,”   
Joanna Taylor

• “Analyzing Political Attitudes in Undergraduate Students,” 
Jaden Costa
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 OLIVET COLLEGE

To give further definition to Olivet College’s  institutional mission 
and vision, the following  set of seven principles about what it 
means to be a responsible member of this college community 
were developed. They serve as a guide and  inspiration to Olivet’s 
students, faculty, staff,  administrators and trustees alike.

COMPACT
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I am responsible 
for my own learning and personal development.

I am responsible 
for contributing to the learning of others.

I am responsible 
for service to Olivet College and the larger 
community.

I am responsible 
for contributing to the quality  of the physical 
environment.

I am responsible 
for treating all people with respect.

I am responsible 
for behaving and communicating with honesty  
and integrity.

I am responsible 
for the development and growth of Olivet College.

THE MISSION OF 
OLIVET COLLEGE 
To make available to a diverse campus community, an education 
which will enrich lives intellectually, morally and spiritually. Having 
gained  these qualities through the educational  experiences at 
Olivet, our hope is that our graduates will embody the “divine art and 
science of doing good to others” as stated by the founding fathers of 
Olivet College in 1844. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT GCHP, 
contact Kirk Hendershott-Kraetzer, Ph.D., Global Citizen Honors 
Program director, at kkraetzer@olivetcollege.edu.
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800-456-7189  |  admissions@olivetcollege.edu 

GLOBAL CITIZEN
HONORS PROGRAM
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